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| Received yours of: the 12th Inſtant, and am fully of your mind, 
That it our Repreſentatives cannot be. ſuffered ro make: Laws to re-- 
gulate EleCtions, we, muſt ſupply that defett by ſome Contratt among(h 
our {clves, whereby all unneceilary charge may be prevemed,;as of 
"= late has. been done. in moſt. Counties in the caſe of Sheriffs ;, for 
otherwiſe the preſcat Delign of ſuch frequent changes of Parliamerits, may, 
prove as pernicious tq the peoples Iatercſt,as the perpetuating of One. Our 
Grandees do now (ce. that they did outſhoot: themlelyes, ang. are full:of rx- 
pentance for their. raſh and. haſty. Difſolution, of the; late Odioys oyer:long 
Parliament, and are therefore attempting to retrieve that ;exror : y tiring 
Out the people with frequent changes, till they can get another 7-4 their 
| A tooth, 


tooth, as managable and mercenary as the former. And therefore to ob- 
viate this miſchief, we muſt make Elefions ea(te both to the Chuſers and 
the Choſen. To. conſider of which , as. alſo to_ contrive the management 
at a.publick Charge, of all abuſes by Mayors, Bailitts, and Sheriffs, ia 
making double and falſe Returns, and all other undue andy1illegal praQi- 
ſes ; 3 ihall with the reſt of the Gentlemen 1a theſe parts, give you the 
meciing you deſire. | 
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I fi2d all perſons very forward to countenance this publick work, ex» 
cept the high-flowa Rituals and Ceremupy-mongers of. the Clergy, who 
being iathe Confoiacy; again{t rhe-geeple, lay our, themſelves to accom- 
modate..theif Vinthrs hixh the veriditWilkins'that-can tbe pickt_up in all 
the Countrey, that ſo we may fail 1nto the hands again of as Treacherous 
and Lewd a Parliament as the Viſdom,gt God and Folly of man has moſt 
miraculouſly freed us from. T6 which dd they traduce all worthy men 
for Fanulicks, Schiſmatichs, or favourers of them : nay, do but pitch up- 
on a Gentleman thirt behicves itthis<dury To fefve his Bod, his Kg and 
Countrey faithfully; ra cry hid down as a perſon dangerous and djſaffet- 
ed to the Government, Khinking* keieby to feare the pedple from the free- 
dom of their Choice, and thea 1mpoſe their Rair-brain'd Fourney-men and 
half- witted Fobs upon them. F 

Wherefore I think it no leſs than a duty incumbeat on us, in this time of 
publickwgangey; to expoſe theſe bliFd leaders of the bligd, with their de- 
ligned Ronſpiracy, tagghe ppeples view, and to Wpe off:that little paint 
thatupþon them, that the t per- 


| | thole Nation. ſeeing \- in their profjer” £0- 
lours, may have that obntempt t and ſcoryfor them Which they deſerve. 
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For as no love nor kindneſs from Chriſtians, can be too much to ſuch Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel as ſhall diligent}atid feithfully diſcharge their duties, 
without officioully involving and turmoiling themſelves in Secular affairs 
ſo when they-ſhall defert-their own tation,” and prove curſed Inſtruments 
in the hands gf their _— Cruelty, Rapine, and Oppreſſiibn of a 
people, inſtead of preaching up- the good tidings of peace and happineſs 
to mankind, they then become a Den of thieves, and ought to be elteem- 
ed by a!l Lovers of their Countrey, as unnatural and PSublick diſturbers of 
its peace and welfare, 


' By their Office, indeed, they are the falt of the earth, but having loſt 
their 'ſavour, they are thenceforth-good 'for nothing, but to be caſf out and 
trodden-under foot of men, as our Saviour teaches. © 'For pray now, 'becauſe 
we 'olipht to honour 'and moſt tenderly affe& thoſe that lay out themſelves 
and Talents for'the ſalvation of our ſouls; does it therefore follow that we 
muſt bear the ſame reſpett 'to fachas endeavour the 'deſtruQion of our bo- 


dies atid eſtates? God' forbid that” fo brutal at inference ſhould mfe& the 


mints of 'men! A good Phyſician that adminiſters wholeſome”and found 
Medieines,-0ught to be rewarded; but an ignorant'or knaviſh Quack, that 
gives 'us *poyſon thſtead of phyſick , deſerves an halter , though he has the 
Colledg-Licenſe, © Xe eta | | 
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- St, James put a pertitent' and honeſt queſtion to the Chriſtians of kis 
time, From wihente come wars and flobtings amongſt you 8 And: wete he now 
ive to repeat it, all Europe would ahſwer hit with 'one ' voice, Frog 
Knaviſh and 1ime-ſerving Prieſls, who conſulting their ow» Stthlav advan- 
tree, and to heap up to themſelves a worldly Maſs of We 1th,of Orandeur, and' 
ff Power, have deſigned to make all ptople ſlaves to rhejr Princes; and Princes 
fttors ro themſelves, © ATI at abbr LIE need 


ww - - 


*-*Fheſe Traditors of the Goſpel have deſerted ' the”. plain paths: of 
Righteouſneſls, and- beraken themſelves 'to- a Strjolielns:: courſ of 
creeping into Courts, and there have created and fomented miſunder- 
ftandings and jealoulites betwixt governing-Powers and their SubjeQs, 
that thereby they might ſeemingly become neceſlary to the one, and have 
an opportunity of pillaging, oppreſling, and domineering over the other. 
*Tis theſe Sons of Belial who 1n all ages have endeavoured to corrupt and 
ſtain the generous minds of Princes with Arbitrary and unmanly Maxims 
of Government and State, and have framed for them the weak . Policies 


of Cruelty, Craft, Treachery, and formal Devotion, inſtead of ProteCti- 
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Curſe for a Legacy, inſtead of a-Blefling 3 and if the whole world were 


now to make their Wills, all but Knaves and Fools would do the 
like. | . 


You may eaſily call to mind a late Inſtance of the Humanity and Con- 
ſcience of this Race of men here in England: For when His Majeſty not 
long ſince Attempted to follow his own Inclinations, and emitted a Decla- 
ration of InduJgence to tender Conſciences, the whole Poſſe Cleri ſeemed to 
be Raiſed againſt him : Every Reader and Gibeorite of the Church could 
then talk as ſaucily of their King, as they do now of the late Honourable 
Parliament; nay, they began to ſtand upon their Terms, amd detivered it 
out as Orthodox Doctrine, That the King was to AQ according to Law, 
and therefore could not ſuſpend a Paenal Statute, that the Subje&s Obedi- 
ence was a Legal Obedience; and therefore if the King commanded any 
thing contrary to Law, the Subject was not bound to obey; with ſo many 
other honeſt Poſitions, that men wondred in God how ſuch Knaves ſhould 
come by them. But wherefore was all this Wrath, and all this Doctrine > 
Meerly becauſe His Majeſty was pleaſed for a time to remove the fore backs 
of Diſſenters from under the Eccleſiaſtical laſh; the bloody exerciſe of which, 
is never denied to Holy Church, but the Magiſtrate 1s Immediately affaulted 
with the noiſe and clamour of Demetrizs and his Crafts-men. 


But 


\ 
WJ 
JD, 
—__ 


— 


4 ] 


_'But now the Tables being turned, the ſame mercenary Tongues are again 
all $ibthorp, and: all Mannering, not a bit of Law or Conſcience either, :5 wow 
to be had for love.or money, nar any limits to be put to the King: om- 
mands, eriour Obedience : 'Tis a Goſpel-Truth with theſe men, 1 aat all 
which we have is the Kings z and if' he. ſhould command our Eſtace-, our 
Wives and Children, yea, and our Religion too, we'ought: to Reltga them 
up, ſubmit, and be filent. And therefore in the approaching Elettions, of 
all men, I would avoid ſuch as are recommended by theſe Sycopharts, left 
ſuch damnable Do&rine ſhould crawl from the Pulpit, into the Parliament- 
Houle, to the deſtruftion of Religion, and utter ruin of the State. 
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